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 ancient Polish tradition 
known as Dyngus always 

takes place the day after Easter. This 
year it falls late on the calendar. In fact 
it’s three days shy of being the latest 
it could possibly be. This late arrival 
gives us just a little more time to reflect 
on what this day of revelry is all about 
and what it means to us. Of course 
the end of Lent is a time to rejoice. 
For people of faith it’s a time to bask 
in the love demonstrated in the mira-
cle of the Resurrection. An occasion to 
reward oneself for the sacrifices made 
during the restrictive period leading up 
to Easter Sunday.  But even if you are 
not Christian or have no Polish ances-
try, the energy and joy of a new growth 
cycle is a universal phenomenon.
 The concept of starting over is 
something that humans celebrate re-
gardless of cultural background. The 
wonder of watching nature come back 
to life after months of dormancy is 

something that never tires regardless 
of ones age or experience. The satis-
faction that comes with the warmth as-
sociated with longer days and shorter 
nights causes quirky celebrations all 
across the globe.
 In Switzerland they burn snowmen 
at the stake. In India they throw dyed 
powder at each other. In Scotland 
children run around churches making 
noise and swinging paper balls on 
strings above their heads. In Buffalo, 
we spank each other with pussy willow 
branches and splash water at objects 
of our affection. That’s the way we do 
it.  To us, a swipe of pussy willow pol-
len on the backside of a pair of red 
jeans is like Polish Pop Art. If you don’t 
like it, get over it. Better yet, why not 
join us? There’s something very liber-
ating about doing something as goofy 
as flirting with a budding branch, es-
pecially if a hundred thousand other 
people are doing the same thing. You 

The

see, although springtime willow sprig 
seduction has been taking place in 
Polish communities for centuries, here 
in Buffalo, New York, we have taken 
this saturnalia to a whole different lev-
el. We have turned the transition of 
winter to spring into an annual spree 
that has now become part of the very 
fabric of life in Western New York. The 
word Dyngus is now in the lexicon of 
everyone that lives in this city famous 
for extreme winter weather and air that 
smells like Cheerios.
 It’s true that the origins of Dyngus 
Day go back to Poland’s adoption of 
Christianity well over a thousand years 
ago and the subsequent immigration 
of Poles to the eastern shore of Lake 
Erie at the turn of the last century. 
However, pussy willow participants 
need not provide proof of Polish DNA 
they simply need to display a willing-
ness to laugh, love and dance the pol-
ka. These days everybody’s Polish on 
Dyngus Day. And although this pecu-
liar party is spreading throughout the 
nation, there is no other place in the 
world to celebrate the end of Lent than 
the Dyngus Day Capital of the World 
Buffalo, New York. You see, here in the 
Queen City, Dyngus Day is not just a 
day, it’s a state of mind.

Na Zdrowie,
Eddy Dobosiewicz
Dyngus Day Buffalo

WELCOME
Dyngus Day Denizens
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take it for granted, because 
for us, it seems like it has always been 
a part of life here in Buffalo. Of course 
if you were born in the 70s, 80s, 90s or 
beyond It always has been. But either 
way, every year we attract new pussy 
willow virgins and they always ask the 
same thing. 
What is Dyngus Day?
So, how do you explain to a novice, that 
there is a day every year when people 
actually chase one another while bran-
dishing pussy willow branches, trying to 
swat each other to show their affection, 
then reciprocating that pursuit by dous-
ing the other with water? (without being 
laughed at uncontrollably by a national 
news correspondent that is).
 Well, it’s really quite simple. Just 
picture Fat Tuesday on the other end 
of Lent. It’s really just a party signifying 
the end of Lent the day after Easter as 
opposed to the day before lent starts 
on Fat Tuesday. The ancient roots of the 
post Lenten bacchanal known as Dyn-
gus Day had their start in pagan rituals 
signifying the beginning of the growing 
season but over the centuries, those rit-
uals have evolved into a whole different 
experience.
 Historically a Polish-American tra-
dition, Smigus-Dingus or as we call 
it, Dyngus Day, celebrates the end 
of the often restrictive observance of 
Lent and the joy of Easter. Over the 
decades, here in Western New York,  
Dyngus Day has become a wonderful 
holiday to celebrate Polish-American 
culture, heritage and traditions.
 There are many stories that attempt 
to explain the origins of the day. Many 
Polish religious customs date back 
to pre-Christian, Slavic practices. The 
custom of pouring water is an ancient 
spring rite of cleansing, purification, and 
fertility. The same is true of the compli-
mentary practice of switching with pussy 
willow branches. Since 966 A.D., Dyn-
gus Day has been associated with the 
baptism of Prince Mieszko I. Tradition 
states that Prince Mieszko I along with 
his court were baptized on Easter Mon-
day when he adopted Christianity as the 
national religion of Poland. Thus, Dyn-
gus Day and its rites of sprinkling with 
water have become a folk celebration 
in thanksgiving for the fact that the first 
king of Poland was baptized into Christi-
anity, bringing Catholicism to Poland. In 
more modern times, the tradition con-
tinued when farm boys in Poland want-
ed to attract notice from the girls of their 

choice. It was customary to throw water 
and hit the girls on their legs with twigs 
or pussy willow branches. Cologne was 
used instead of water by the more gal-
lant lads.  The ladies would reciprocate 
by throwing dishes & crockery and Tues-
day was their day of revenge, imitating 
the same tactics. These days they would 
probably be arrested for such frivolity.
Where’s Dyngus Day Celebrated? 
Buffalo, NY is officially the Dyngus Day 
capital of the World, hosting the larg-
est concentration of festival locations, 
polka bands and Polish traditions in the 
nation. Although the custom of such a 
quirky post Lenten celebration is based 
in Polish tradition, this city, situated on 
the south eastern shores of Lake Erie, 
has truly embraced this ancient cus-
tom and made it its own. Some small-
er events have been exported from 
Buffalo into other communities where 
Polish-Americans have settled however 
there is no dispute that if you truly want 
to Dyngus there is no other place than 
Buffalo to do so. Ironically, it’s not widely 
observed in Poland, but we’re working 
on it.
Pussy Willows or Water?
This is a yearly debate among Dyngus 
Day revelers. The tradition holds that on 
Easter Monday boys would sprinkle the 
girls with water and tap them with pussy 
willows. On Easter Tuesday, the women 
would return the favor. At modern Dy-
ngus Day parties it is common practice 
that both men and women trade water 
splashing and pussy willow spanking 
equally.
Why Pussy Willows?
Pussy willows play a major part in Buf-
falo’s Dyngus Day celebrations as men 
and women flirt with playful “taps.” 
Branches of the plant are used, as the 
pussy willow is one of the first budding 
plants of spring. But how did the pussy 
willow get its name? This, like the use of 
water, is directly related to the emerg-
ing “life” associated with a new grow-
ing season. According to Polish legend, 
many springs ago, baby kittens fell into 
a raging river while chasing butterflies. 
The mother cat sadly wept at the river’s 
edge, pleading for help for her drowning 
kittens. The willows heard her mourn-
ful cries and swept their long graceful 
branches into the water. The kittens 
grabbed the branches, held on tightly 
and were safely brought to shore. Every 
spring since then, the willows sprouted 
fur-like buds where the tiny kittens once 
clung.

DYNGUS DAY DISCOURSE
A Pussy Willow Primer

We
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you’ve ever been to a Polish wed-
ding, or family gathering and 

raised a glass, inevitably you will wind 
up singing  “Sto Lat” before downing 
whatever warming elixir is in that glass. 
The song loosely tranlates to one-hun-
dred years, (may you live one hundred 
years), the power of song to Poles, is 
much older than that.
 The significant role of music in Pol-
ish culture cannot be overemphasized. 
The origins of Polish music can be 
traced back to manuscripts from the 
13th century, although the first nota-
ble Polish composer Mikołaj Radomski 
lived during the 15th-century.
 The music of that era focused 
on baroque religious music, concertos, 
and basso continuo (a form of music 
that provides a harmonic structure com-
mon in baroque music particularly with 
instruments capable of playing chords 
like piano and harpsichord). This style 
continued into the 18th century, al-
though a tradition of operatic produc-
tion began in the early 1600’s. The fat 
lady wasn’t singing just yet, that’s just 
the beginning of our story.
 During the 17th and 18th century, 
the most important development in 
Polish music was the creation of the 
Polonaise (perhaps the first distinctive-
ly Polish art music). However, none of 
these styles of music mentioned so far 
are what comes to mind when most 
people think of “Polish music.”
 In fact, most people think of mod-
ern day Polka music as the music of 
Poland which couldn’t be further from 
the truth. What people know as polka 
music today is really an American in-
vention, with roots in Dixieland jazz and 
Polish folk melodies. Be that as it may, 
music has played an integral role in Pol-
ish culture for a very long time.
 Poles that began immigrating to the 
United States in many cases came with 
very little in the way of personal pos-
sessions, let alone musical instruments 
(meaning they weren’t packing away 
pianos and harpsichords in suitcases). 
The instrument that they were able to 
bring along on the journey to a new life, 
however, was their voice.
 Singing has always played a major 
role in the Polish experience: it served 
as a way of passing along history. It was 
a way to tell the story of triumph and 
tragedy, of love and longing. During 
the time of the great partition, when Po-
land didn’t even exist as a recognized 
country, the lyrics of songs played an 
important role in preserving the culture 
and traditions of the once mighty em-

pire. Singing, was a way to pass on their 
rich legacy to younger generations, 
while simultnuously keeping it alive for 
their elders, as they fought and strug-
gled to regain their sovereignty (which 
didn’t happen until World War I ended). 
One-hundred twenty-three years had 
passed in the meantime.
 When immigrants began streaming 
into the United States, Poles initially 
tended to create their own communi-
ties. Due to the widespread prejudice 
toward Poles compounded by their 
different language and customs, the 
Polish started their own institutions and 
businesses. Whether it was religious, 
commercial or social, dealing with peo-
ple that shared a common language 
and understanding, initially made more 
sense. Than trying to integrate into a 
society that treated them with such dis-
dain. Singing societies became an im-
portant source for that social interaction 
as well as musical expression.
 In 1897, twenty-four years after the 
founding of Saint Stanislaus church, 40 
men decided they would preserve their 
love of Poland with song. They chose 
the name Polskie Koło Spiewacke, or 
the Polish Singing Circle.
 By 1901, the Polish community in 
Buffalo had established at least two 
more such organizations: (the Circles 
female counterpart), Kalina Singing So-
ciety and the Chopin Singing Society. 
Subsequently, more organizations were 
created in other nearby Polish commu-
nities, like the Moniuszko Social Club in 
Dunkirk and the Lutnia Singing Society 
in Niagara Falls. All of which celebrated 
the human voice and the social activi-
ties generated by rehearsing and sing-
ing as a choir.
 The current president of the Polish 
Singers Alliance of America, Mary Lou 
Wyrobek, says “Music has always been 
an important part of Polish Culture.” 
In fact, she notes “Most of the music 
stores in Buffalo, were once owned by 
Poles. It was an easy way of keeping 
our culture alive. More importantly, 
it was a safe way to share the culture 
of Poland, especially for the Church. 
Poles have more Christmas songs than 
any other nationality.”
 While many groups in the Buffalo 
community stayed within the confines 
of the city’s Polonia in the first quarter 
of the 20th century, the Polish Singing 
Circle pushed to mingle with larger 
Buffalo. On May 16, 1921, with a mem-
bership of over three-hundred-seven-
ty-five, the Circle performed a concert 
at the Elmwood Music Hall (the first 
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Polish group to do so). The concert 
was a groundbreaking success, winning 
praise and being called “superb” by 
the English-language press in the city 
at that time. This was an unprecedent-
ed accomplishment when you take into 
account that those same publications 
once used the subheadline, “Conven-
tion of Men with Unpronounceable 
Names,” for a story they wrote about a 
Polish National Alliance rally.
 Over the next few decades, the 
Circle contributed greatly to charita-
ble causes such as; raising money for 
a Polish Orphanage on William Street, 
and generating awareness and support 
for re-establishing Polands sovereignty. 
They even made Ignacy Paderewski,  
the renowned pianist and later Prime 
minister of Poland, an honorary member 
during one of his many visits to Buffalo.
 Two years after the formation of the 
Polish Singing Circle, an organist at Saint 
Adalberts church, Boleslaus Michaiski, 
founded the Chopin Singing Society. 
Early on in their existence,  Chopins de-
cided to join the National Polish Singers 
Alliance of America, thereby establish-
ing credibility & the opportunity to take 
part in national competitions.
 While these clubs acted as social 
hubs for new immigrants, they also 
contributed to the cultural and benev-
olent fabric of Buffalo. Whether it was 
sponsoring an international young pi-
anists competition or offering support 
to displaced families, during World War 
2. The Chopin Singing Societies contri-
butions still reverberate to this day, as 
they were the organization that first 
began hosting successful Dyngus Day 
parties in the early 1960’s. The work 
that Chopins did to promote Polonia 
went beyond the stage and the streets 
of the east side. In 1925 artist Joseph 
Mazur was commissioned by the Soci-
ety to produce a bronze bust of Fred-
rick Chopin, that today greets visitors 
to Kleinhans Music Hall from his perch 
on Symphony Circle.
 Although the number of Polish 
choirs and singing societies has dimin-
ished throughout the nation, from well 
over one-hundred down to a little over 
a dozen, music remains engrained in 
the culture. Buffalo is now the home for 
the Polish Singers Alliance of America, 
which was founded in Chicago back 
in 1889, then headquartered in New 
York City (where the library still stands). 
However, since the turn of the 21st cen-
tury, Buffalo, NY has taken on the role 
of maintaining the organization and it’s 
stewardship of song and will for as long 
as they can. “I’m amazed it has lasted 
this long,” says Wyrobek. “I think a 
change is inevitable. Younger people 
are not joining the ranks to fill the ones 
going away, but I think the music of Po-
land will live on in a different way. We 
are now seeing organizations like the 
Buffalo Philharmonic regularly perform-
ing Polish works and even touring in 
Poland. Why would they do that if they 
weren’t interested in what Poland has 
to say musically?”
 For most members of these choirs, 
it was a way of interacting with people 

that had similar interests and experi-
ences, a way to meet new friends and 
socialize. For some it was a way of life. 
Peter Gorecki, the former choral direc-
tor of the Polish Singers Alliance, took 
his music very seriously.
 Born in Pszcyna, Poland, the son 
of a church organist, Mr. Gorecki at-
tended music conservatories in Po-
land and Germany. During World War 
II, he was forced to work in a labor 
camp in Germany.
 In a displaced-persons camp after 
the war, he organized a choir and began 
composing & arranging his own music.
 He came to the United States in 
1949. After a couple of years on Long 
Island, he moved to Buffalo and started 
playing organ at St. Stanislaus Church. 
Soon, to support his growing family, he 
began working with several different 
choirs.
 He also directed the United Ger-
man-American Singing Societies, the 
Kalina Singing Society, the Polish Sing-
ing Circle, and the choir at St. Stanislaus 
Catholic Church (where he was organist 
and music director for thirty years).
 Mr. Gorecki served as musical direc-
tor and conductor of the Chopin Sing-
ing Society for twenty eight years.He 
led that group on multiple tours of Po-
land and many television appearances.
 In 1981 he and his wife moved 
back to Germany, where he once again 
worked as a church organist and choir 
director. However, the lure of the Queen 
City is strong and they moved back 10 
years later, where he continued work-
ing with various musical groups until he 
passed away in 2011.
 Such is the strength of music in Pol-
ish lives. Pope John Paul II was once 
quoted, “I have a sweet tooth for song 
and music. This is my Polish sin.” Wy-
robek once recalls touring through 
France with some friends; they wound 
up at a chateau where they were spend-
ing the night. “There we were, five of 
us, four Poles and a gal from Texas. We 
were eating and drinking and singing 
and then singing some more. When we 
were finished, the woman who owned 
the place looked at us, laughed and 
said ‘French people would never do 
that.’” But Poles do.
 Life has often been equated to a 
swirl of shifting sands. Change is inev-
itable. What people did generations 
ago for recreation and social activity,  
are not what they do today. It will cer-
tainly be something else in the future, 
but the power of evoking emotion and 
stirring memories through song will un-
doubtedly remain a force in our shared 
experience. No matter what trials and 
tribulations we go through in our lives, 
it seems that a song can always soothe 
us through heartache or help us cele-
brate our very existence. So raise that 
glass and sing. Sing of pride. Sing of 
patriotism. But most of all, sing so that 
the song continues for at least another 
hundred years. Sto Lat!!

Kalina Singing Society 1926

Lemieszek Sisters
Koło Młodzieẑy Szaniec 1955

Polskie Koło Spiewacke 1904

Peter  Gorecki (front right)
PKS Officers 1953
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center of an atom is called 
the nucleus. The center of 

Dyngus Day is called the Party Tent at 
Pussy Willow Park. It’s the starting point 
from which all the polka power, pussy 
willow pizzazz & polonia pride project.
 Everything you need gathered 
under one big polka pavilion. Official 
gear, official beer, a swanky lounge, a 
real polish kitchen, the biggest pol-
ka band in the world, food truck al-
ley, lights, cameras, action. All on the 
parade route with shuttle buses right 
next door.
 Even before the parade starts 
there’s plenty of action at the tent. Step 
right in and get ready for the show. If 
you are a fan of fine Krupnik, Polish 
vodka, Polish boys, Polish girls and Dy-
ngus Day action, you will love the cool 
vibe inside the ultra hip PV 2 Lounge. 
This year even your taste buds get in on 
the action once they are within range 
of the impressive food by Polish Villa 2, 
undoubtedly the most authentic Polish 
dining experience this side of Krakow.
 As soon as the gates open at 2pm 
we are thrilled to welcome back Dear-
born Michigan favorites the “Kielbasa 
Kings.” Last year this band of polka 
troubadours found their way to the 
Queen City to experience their very 
first Dyngus Day in Buffalo. Needless to 
say they wanted more, and so did the 
polka fans that couldn’t get enough of 
their music and their old school charm. 
So they are back this year for a double 
dose of Dyngus. After the “Kielbasa 
Kings” have put us all in the right frame 
of mind, we move the energy meter up 
a notch or two, when “Mountain Ex-
press” from Chalfont, Pennsylvania hits 
our stage for their first dose of Dyngus. 
Word is spreading throughout the na-
tion about this little party we have in 
Buffalo every year, and polka bands 
from all over North America want in. 
When we first heard these guys and 
their ability to blend traditional with 
contemporary along with their ener-
getic exuberance, we knew these polka 
players needed to make the journey to 
the Dyngus Day Capital of the world. 
And that’s just for starters! There’s still 
so much more.
 Of course let’s not forget the Dy-
ngus Day parade, which rolls right by 
the tent at 5pm. This is probably the 
best perch for the legendary Polonia 
procession about to stroll by. Now the 
party really starts to rev up!

The

And Now The Sturr Of Our Show
This Ain’t No Party, This Ain’t No Disco, This Ain’t No Foolin Around

 The energy surrounding this tent 
city, make this THE hub of Dyngus 
delirium. Halls and taverns blasting 
polka music, all packed to the rafters 
surround the tent at Pussy Willow Park. 
Now throw in thousands of people 
dressed in red and white waving pussy 
willows and proclaiming their ethnic 
pride and you have one high powered 
party. If you could tap into the enthusi-
asm flowing from this convergence you 
might find a power source that even 
Tesla didn’t know of. That’s why Chan-
nel 7 is once again broadcasting the 
Emmy nominated television show “Dy-
ngus Day Diary” from the party tent. 
Eddy Dobosiewicz and Katie Morse 
will present all the action live from the 
Red and White carpet at Pussy Willow 
Park (at Memorial Dr & Peckham St.) 
beginning at 7pm.
 After the broadcast on WKBW, we 
take the party into the stratosphere, as 
the legendary “Jimmy Sturr Orches-
tra” hits the mainstage. This 18 time 
Grammy winner brings his entire 10 
piece Orchestra to headline this years 
festival. Come see for yourself why this 
Irish guy from Florida, NY has become 
the most famous polka musician in the 
nation. Once you get a taste of his daz-
zling showmanship you’ll see for your-
self why his fans travel all over the world 
to see his performances at Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center and the Grand Ole 
Opry. And his versatility will explain 
why he has been able to record with 
the likes of Willie Nelson, Charlie Dan-
iels, Brenda Lee, Bella Fleck and Arlo 
Guthrie. It will be very obvious why he 
has been asked to make numerous ap-
pearances on Saturday Night Live and 
host a weekly show on Sirius XM as well 
as his own program on RFDTV.
 Once the band counts down it will 
become very clear how Sturr’s orches-
tra wound up on the Top Ten List for 
All-Time Grammy Awards and how 
they acquired more Grammy nomina-
tions than anyone in the history of mu-
sical polka awards. This is a very rare 
area appearance for this legendary 
performer and is a must see!!! Wheth-
er you come to watch the parade, eat, 
strike the pose or polka your eyes out, 
this is the only way to welcome spring 
and do some pussy willow spanking.
This is not your average polka party, 
this will be a powerfolka party!!! And it 
will be In Tents!!! Literally.
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the sustenance known as Polish 
cooking. In other words, it ain’t 

just kielbasa and pierogi!
 There are so many 

different types of savory 
dishes that comprise the 
typical diet of Poles. 
Whether the source 

of food is the forest, 
seas, rivers, or lush 
farms of the moth-
erland, the choices 
seem to be end-
less. Which makes 

it hard to understand 
why most people think 

all we eat is sausage, 
cabbage and potato filled 

dumplings. Don’t misunder-
stand us, we love all those things, 

but as comforting and delicious as 
the savory side of the Polish plate is, 

the real comfort lies on the sweet side 
of the table.
 The cakes, cookies and pastries 
of Poland are indescribably delicious. 

Unless you had a Babcia that liked 
to bake, or were fortunate to live 

near an authentic Polish bakery, 
it’s likely you have never tasted 

the truly decadent wonders 
of authentic pączki, pierni-
ki or placek, or the heav-
enly joy of kremówka or 
makowiec. The latter two 
are perfect examples of 
outside cultural influence 

affecting Poland’s contribu-
tions to the culinary world.

 We don’t know for sure when 
the flaky creaminess of kremówka 

first made its de- b u t 
on the sus- t e -
nance stage i n 
P o l a n d , 

Over the years we have examined and 
discussed the depth and richness of Pol-
ish cuisine. Poland’s geographical loca-
tion, its vast natural resources, and ex-
tremely fertile soil made it a much 
coveted piece of real estate; re-
sulting in hundreds of years filled 
with invasions from every side 
of this lusted after land. The 
Mongols, the Cossacks, the 
Crimean Tatars, the Otto-
man Empire, the Swedes, 
the Austro-Hungarians, 
the Nazis, and the Soviets 
all tried to invade and ab-
sorb the mighty nation. To 
this day each of these in-
vaders had some lasting 
form of influence over 
the food that was con-
sumed in the land.
 Because of 
good trade rela-
tions with Turkey 
and countries 
in the Caucasus, 
spices like: pepper, 
juniper berry, and nut-
meg were much cheaper 
than other parts of Europe 
providing Middle Eastern and 
Asian spiciness. Even intercontinen-
tal marriages by Polish Kings with Ital-
ian and French roy-

a l t y 
c o n -

tributed to the 
often un- der appre-

ciated multifariousness of the 
Polish diet. As a result, there 

were many different 
cultures that influ-

e n c e d 

but we do know that French Duch-
ess, Marie Louise Gonzaga (Lud-
wika Maria), married two consec-
utive Polish Kings. First in 1646 
and again in 1649, when her first 
husband Władysław IV died. We 
also know that upon her nuptials, 
Ludwika brought along with her a 
court full of Frenchmen, including: 
courtiers, secretaries, army officers, 
physicians, merchants, craftsmen, 
as well as many cooks.
 The obvious French influence 
of this silky hybrid to the Napoleon 
pastry is undeniable. It was a favor-
ite dessert of Pope John Paul II. We 
know this because in 1999, the for-
mer Bishop of Krakow once shared 
in an interview that as school chums, 
he and Karol Hagenhuber would of-
ten stop at Hagenhuber’s father’s 
bakery in Wadowice, Poland. The 
future pope would invariably pur-
chase one or two cream cakes, and 
a love affair with the dessert began. 
Once after completing his second-
ary school exams, he and some 
friends made a bet on who could 
eat more of this delectable dessert. 
The next day the entire town was 
overflowing with kremówka, sud-
denly renamed Kremówka Papies-
ka, the “Papal Cream Cake.” For 
the record, the sweet tooth Pope 
didn’t win the wager even though 
he ate 18 pieces.
 On the other side of the globe, 
the middle Eastern and Mediter-
ranean influence not only gave us 
black pepper, but another even ti-
nier black grain. The poppy seed is 
mentioned in numerous antediluvi-
an medical texts as a consumable 
nutrient. Ancient Sumerian cunei-
form tablets indicate the cultivation 
of poppy and Egyptian papyrus 
scrolls list the seed as a sedative. 
The Minoans in 2000 BC, used 
them as an ingredient in a milk and 
honey mixture to calm crying ba-
bies. We’re not sure about shush-
ing infants, but we do know plenty 
of adults that stop their yapping for 
as long as it takes to devour some 
mouthwatering makowiec. Many 
Slavic or Balkan countries have 
some form of this swirly sweet roll, 
but for Poles, this Poppy seed roll 
or strudel is a holiday staple. Ma-
kowiec, is popular at Christmas, 
Easter, and other holidays. The 
dessert is made by rolling a sweet 
yeast-raised dough around poppy 
seed paste, which may or may not 
contain raisins. Some recipes call 
for a flat icing on top, while others 
are served plain.
 Whether it’s yeasty dough, 
baked or fried, a flaky or crumby 
cake, a nectarous compote or 
summer soup; while exploring the 
wealth of true Polish food, do your 
own nourishment reconnaissance 
on the sacchariferous side of the 
street. You just might learn some-
thing new. Remember calories 
don’t count if you’re doing it for 
scholarly purposes.

Who’s Your
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Sweet Creams
are made of this

Sister Blaise Surlas knows that the 
way to a Pope’s, heart is through 
his stomach. She knows this first 
hand because she has fed Pope 
John Paul II many times over the 
years; for real. In fact her relation-
ship with Saint John Paul II goes 
back to when she was a little girl, 
in the tiny little village of Kamienia 
Czarna, near Krakow in Poland. The 
closest church was four hours away. 
Each way! Now that is a real show 
of faith. Some of you guys find ex-
cuses to justify not traveling a few 
blocks so you can sleep in on a Sun-
day morning (but this a story about 
a sweet little nun, not about your 
heathen ways, so back to our story).
 Sister Blaise’s older brothers 
decided that rather than spending 
eight hours walking to church and 
back every Sunday, they would 
build a church from scratch (liter-
ally). After getting permission from 
the diocese, Czeslaw Edward, Jolek 
and Ludwig Surlas borrowed some 
tools and without the aid of any 
youtube tutorials, they learned how 
to make bricks. Which the broth-
ers used to construct a church that 
Bishop Karol Wojtyła consecrated in 
1950 and is still standing to this very 
day. The same church where Sister 
Blaise would later be confirmed by 
bishop Wojtyła, who went on to 
became Cardinal, and eventually 
the leader of the worldwide Roman 
Catholic Church. After she entered 
the Felician order, she wound up at 
Our Lady Mediatrix of Graces Gen-
erale in Rome where she was able 
to utilize her culinary skills working 
in the kitchen. Whenever Cardinal 
Wojtyla would visit the Vatican, he 
would stay at the convent where 
Sister Blaise would wind up cooking 
for the future pontiff. He was so im-
pressed with her abilities, he once 
asked her to prepare a meal for a 
seminarian from Africa that had 
just been ordained as a priest, but 
could not celebrate with his family 
on another continent. Although the 
new priest’s native cuisine was com-
pletely foreign to her, she whipped 
together an authentic feast of tra-
ditional African dishes that had 
everyone in awe of this little nun 
from Poland. JP2 was even more 
impressed with her proficiency at 
making kremówka, the puff pastry 
sandwich of delicious sweetened 
cream encased between layers of 
flaky crust. He said it reminded him 
of home.
 Now we can’t guarantee eating 
this will shave off any of your time in 
purgatory, however, by using frozen 
puff pastry you can shave off some 
cooking time and it’s still heavenly 
to taste. Smacznego!

Kremówka papieska
Papal Cream Cake

1 lb Puff Pastry (Thawed)
� C Granulated Sugar
Plus More For Rolling
 6 Tbsp Cornstarch
Pinch Of Coarse Salt
3 C Whole Milk
6 Lrg Egg Yolks
3 Tbsp + ½ C (3 Sticks) Unsalted  
Butter, Room Temperature
1 Vanilla Bean, Split Lengthwise 
and Seeds Scraped
Confectioners’ sugar, for dusting

1. Preheat oven to 400˚ with racks in 
upper & lower 3rd position and line 
2 baking sheets with parchment pa-
per. Divide puff pastry into 2 parts. 
Sprinkle work surface with granulated 
sugar and roll out each piece of pastry 
to a 9”x13” rectangles. Place on bak-
ing sheets and bake, rotating halfway, 
until puffed and deep golden brown, 
about 35 minutes. Cool completely on 
wire rack.

2. Whisk together � cup granulated 
sugar, cornstarch, and salt in a medi-
um saucepan. Whisk together milk and 
egg yolks in a glass measuring cup.  
Add milk mixture to the saucepan, 
along with 3 tbsp butter. Cook over 
medium heat until mixture comes to a 
boil. Let boil 1 minute. Remove pastry 
cream from heat.

3. Strain pastry cream through a fine-
mesh sieve or cheese cloth into a bowl. 
Cover with plastic wrap, pressing it 
directly onto the surface of the pastry 
cream. Refrigerate until chilled, at least 
2 hours or up to 2 days.

4. Place 3 sticks of butter in a stand 
mixer fitted with the paddle attach-
ment. Beat on medium speed until 
smooth. Reduce speed to low and add 
vanilla bean seeds and cooled pastry 
cream, � cup at a time. Increase speed 
to medium-high and beat until light 
and fluffy, about 2 minutes.

5. Place 1 rectangle of puff pastry on 
a cutting board & spread with pastry 
cream mixture. Top w/ second puff pas-
try rectangle & press gently to adhere. 
Loosely cover & refrigerate to set, at 
least 1 hour or up to 8 hours. To serve, 
slice with a serrated knife into 3 inch 
squares. Dust with confectioners’ sugar.
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Sunday, April 21st
Easter Sunday
OUTER POLONIA
Pvt Leonard Post VFW 6251
Family Friendly 
Official Kick Off Event Of 
The Dyngus Day Buffalo Festival
Blessing Instruments 7:30pm

Live Authentic Music
Buffalo Touch
With Special Guest Appearance
Johnny Karas & Al Piatkowski
Tribute To Gino Kurdziel 7pm -12:30am

Authentic Food
Admission $10 
Non-Refundable 
Doors Open   6pm 
2450 Walden Ave. 
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-684-4371
Potts Banquet Hall
21 And Over 
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music 
Phocus  
Box On with Special Guests  
Hank & Joey Guzevich 5pm

Authentic Polish Bar & Drink Specials
Admission $5 or Free With PWP*
Purchased At Potts
Doors Open   2pm

41 S. Rossler Street
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-826-6575 
Official Shuttle Stop

The Happy Swallow
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Polish Buffet  Noon
Authentic Polish Bar
Admission: Free
Doors Open  Noon
1349 Sycamore St.
Historic Polonia
716-894-4854 
Official Shuttle Stop

Arty’s Bar & Grill
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Polish 
Sound System
Authentic Food
Admission: Free 
Doors Open   Noon
508 Peckham St.  
Historic Polonia
716-856-6027

The Broadway Market 
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Celebration
Authentic Live Music with
Melody Lane 1-4pm

Beer Tent  Noon-6pm

Polish Beer
Admission: Free
Doors Open   9am

Great Place To Watch The Parade
Free Parking
999 Broadway Street
Historic Polonia
716-893-0705

Pussy Willow Park Party Tent
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Extravaganza
3 Bands 2 Tents 1 Huge Party
Sturr Crazy Polka
Authentic Polish Food
Polish Villa ll VIP Tent
Pierogi, Kielbasa, Zapiekanki & More!
Food Truck Alley  Noon-11pm

1808 Krupnik Tasting 4-5pm

Live Music Under The Big Tent!
Kielbasa Kings   2-5pm

Mountain Express   5-8pm

Polka Legend Jimmy Sturr 8pm

Authentic Polish Dancers 
Rodzina at Polish Cadets
Official Dyngus Gear Sold Here!
Best Place To Watch The Parade!
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Redeem Wegman’s Vouchers Here  

calendar

Beginning at Noon (Bearer Must Be 
Present To Redeem Voucher)
Gates Open   2pm  
Memorial Dr. at Peckham St.
Historic Polonia
716-833-5211 
Official Shuttle Stop

Macky’s Shamrock Room
21 And Over
Authentic Polish Food
Polish Drink Specials
Live Music
The Mighty Poor Boys          6:30pm

Admission: Free
Doors Open   2pm

1643 Bailey Avenue
Buffalo
716-883-7383
Historic Polonia

St. Stanislaus B & M R C Church
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Live Music 
Stephanie and Her Honky Band
Mon Valley Push 
Alternating   4pm

Authenic Polish Food
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   3pm 
389 Peckham St.
Historic Polonia
716-854-5510 or 893-3627 
Official Shuttle Stop

13th Annual Dyngus Day Parade
Streaming Live wkbw.com
Family Friendly
Polonia On Parade 
Over 150 Participants/Floats
Authenic Polish Pride
Admission: Free
Parade Blessing & Kick-Off   5pm

Historic Polonia

OUTER POLONIA
Dyngus Day Dash
Family Friendly Fun Run
First Annual
Pussy Willow Relay
Start Time   10am

Registration On-Line Only
DyngusDay.com
Award Categories All Co-Ed
Combined Ages
Award Ceremony
Redlinski Weenie Roast
Following Race

Polish Villa ll
Family Friendly 10am-6pm 
21 And Over 6pm-?
We’ve Got The Touch Dyngus Day Party
Bloody Mary Brunch   10am-Noon
Polish Buffet   Noon - 7pm

Bigos Tent  6-11pm

Monday, April 22nd
Dyngus Day
HISTORIC POLONIA
R & L Lounge
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Polka 
Sound System Noon
Authentic Food:
Lotties Famous Kitchen
Admission:  Free 
Doors Open   9am 
23 Mills St.
Historic Polonia
716-896-5982 
Official Shuttle Stop

Corpus Christi Church Pre-Parade Party
Family Friendly
Official Easter Monday Catholic Mass
Holy Mass   11:30am

Free Pre-Parade Party 1-5pm 
Kids Activities & Games
Authentic DJ with 
DJ Red White
Authentic Food
Polish Bar Serving Polish Beers & Wine
Bowling 12:30-4pm

Corpus Christi Athletic Club
165 Sears St. 
Historic Polonia
716-896-1050

Corpus Christi Church Post Parade Party 
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party 
Live Music With: 
Smash  6-9pm

Polish Pride   6-11pm

Authentic Polish Dance
Rodzina Dancers
Authentic Polish Food 
Polish Bar Serving Polish Beers & Wine
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Party Begins   6-11pm 
165 Sears St. 
Historic Polonia
716-896-1050 
Official Shuttle Stop

p i w o  |  p o l k a s  |  p i e r o g i  |  p a r t i e s

Jimmy Sturr Orchestra
Main Stage 8pm

First Annual Dyngus Day Dash
Kaisertown 10am
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Live Authentic Music    
Polka Country Musicians   10am-2pm

Piatkowski Brothers    3-7pm  
Buffalo Touch   8-?pm

Authentic Food:  10am- Late Night
Polish Drink Specials
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   10am 
1085 Harlem Rd.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-822-4908 
Official Shuttle Stop

The Fire House Sports Bar & Grill
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music 
Phocus   1-4pm

New Direction  7pm

Authentic Polish Food Noon
Try Our Famous Pierogi Logs
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   11am

2141 Clinton St.
Kaisertown
Outer Polonia
716-826-4259
Official Shuttle Stop

Nowak's Tavern
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Bash
Authentic Live Music 
Donny Krew   2-6pm

Authentic Polish Kitchen   11am-7pm

Admission Free
Doors Open   11am 
1458 Lovejoy St.
Sloan
Outer Polonia
716-235-8256
Official Shuttle Stop

Skoob’s Village Grill
21 And Over
Party In The Village
Authentic Live Music 
New Direction   2-6pm

Authentic Music
Polka DJ 6:30-9:30pm

Authentic Polish Kitchen   11am-10pm

Admission: Entire Day $17 (Includes 
Food) or Night Only $10 (Does Not In-
clude Food) 
Doors Open   11am 
50 Central Ave.
Lancaster
Outer Polonia
716-473-5675

St. Gabriel’s Holy Name Society 
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Mass & Brunch
Polka Mass with Rare Vintage   
11:30am
Authentic Polish Lunch   Noon  

Pvt. Leonard Post VFW
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music
Polka Country Musicians
Special Delivery
Alternating   5pm-12:30pm

Authentic Polish Kitchen
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
(Non-Refundable)
Doors Open   4:30pm 
2450 Walden Ave.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-684-4371
Official Shuttle Stop

Monday, April 22nd
Dyngus Day Diary
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Live Television Broadcast
WKBW Channel 7 
With Your Hosts
Eddy Dobosiewicz & Katie Morse 
Monday, April 22nd    7pm

Streaming At www.wkbw.com
Encore Presentation
Saturday, April 27th   Noon

* Pussy Willow Pass

Tom Mroczka & Music Box   4pm

Authentic Polish Dancers 
Rodzina At Polish Cadets
Authentic Polish Food Specials   1pm

Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   1pm 
927 Grant St.
Black Rock
Outer Polonia
716-875-3211 
Official Shuttle Stop

Potts Banquet Hall
21 And Over 
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music 
John Stevens Double Shot   3-8pm

Concertina All Stars   8pm-1am 
Authentic Polish Buffet   5-8pm

Authentic Polish Bar & Drink Specials
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   2pm

41 S. Rossler St.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-826-6575 
Official Shuttle Stop
St. Casimir’s Social Center
Family Friendly
Smigus Dyngus
Authentic Live Music
Buffalo Good Times
With Special Appearance from
Accordion Bill   6-10pm

Authentic Polish Kitchen   3-10pm

Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   3pm 
1833 Clinton St.
Kaisertown
Outer Polonia
716-984-0051
Official Shuttle Stop  

Dyngus Day Party 
21 And Over
Authentic Live Music 
Rare Vintage 1-3pm

Polski Chix   3-9pm

Tony’s Polka Band   3-9pm

Authentic Polish Food/Zywiec Beer 
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   Noon 
5271 Clinton St
Elma
Outer Polonia
716-668-4017 
Official Shuttle Stop

R Bar & Grill
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music 
Kenny Krew   Noon
Open Mic
Authentic Polish Food Specials
Admission: Free 
Doors Open   Noon 
2139 Broadway
Sloan
Outer Polonia
716-894-1336

Clinton Bar & Grill
21 And Over
Dyngus Day Party Pop In & Stay Awhile
Authentic Live Music 
Dyngus Day Jam Band   Noon
Kielbasa Kings   7pm

Authentic Polish Grill
Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   Noon
Free Parking 
2460 Clinton St.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-678-3246
Official Shuttle Stop

Polish Falcons Depew
Family Friendly
45th Annual Dyngus Day Celebration
Live Authentic Music
Special Delivery   2pm

Phocus   6pm

Authentic Polish Kitchen   2pm

Admission $10 or $2 With PWP*
Doors Open   1pm

445 Columbia Ave.
Depew
Outer Polonia
716-684-2373
Official Shuttle Stop 

Polish Cadets
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music
Mountain Express  1pm

Easter Monday Mass
Corpus Christi & St Gabriels

Family Friendly Fun
At 12  Official Venues

13th Annual Dyngus Day Parade
Historic Polonia 5pm

35
Bands

29
Events
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the topic of old Pol-
ish churches in West-

ern New York is brought up, most peo-
ple think of the churches in the historic 
Polonia district surrounding the area 
where the Broadway Market stands. 
Saint Stanislaus, Corpus Christi, Trans-
figuration, Saint Adalbert, or Saint John 
Kanty are churches that come to mind 
when a discussion of religious history 
takes place given that these churches 
were all within blocks of each other and 
built within years of one aother starting 
in 1873 when Poles first settled around 
Saint Stanislaus parish. However that 
area was not the only place where Pol-
ish immigrants were settling in. Polish 
communities in Black Rock, Tonawa-
nda, Niagara Falls and Dunkirk were 
all growing as well, with one or more 
churches in each of those locales, built 
to cater to the spiritual needs of the 
tens of thousands of Poles settling into 
those areas in order to be close to the 
factories that provided work for these 
new immigrants. But there was an area 
outside of the city that had a much 
smaller number of Polish people that 
most probably don’t think of as part of 
our Polonia history. Six miles from the 
City line and just east of Transit Road 
sat the village of Blossom (now a ham-
let in the northeast corner of Elma and 
partly W. Seneca). In 1925, this, was an 
area that was home to gristmills, saw 
mills and farms. Most of the Poles that 
ventured to America in the latter part 
of the 19th century had agrarian roots. 
Farms and forests were a natural fit for 
a people that were used to producing 
goods from the bounty of the earth. 
And so it came to be that a small Pol-
ish community was formed in this Ger-
man enclave. Religion being such an 
important part of Polish culture it soon 
became inevitable that this fledgling 
community would need it’s own house 
of worship.
 So in May of 1925 with some help 
from St. Augustine’s parish in Depew 
and St. John Kanty’s in Buffalo, the 
Bishop of the diocese, Bishop William 
Turner, (who created Catholic Charities 
a year earlier), granted permission for 
the first mass to be celebrated at the 
old Blossom Hook and Ladder Hall. 
Five months later in September, the 
parish was incorporated under the ti-
tle Saint Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin 
with just 36 families enrolled. Each fam-
ily pledged $200 toward the formation 
of their new spiritual center and twelve 
and a half acres of land were purchased 

on Clinton Street. Construction of a 
church began immediately and with-
in months (by November of that year) 
services were being held in the new 
church. The Holy Name Society was 
formed a year later in 1926.
 As the Polonia of Buffalo continued 
to grow at an astounding rate due to 
the enormous amount of employment 
available at the factories and industries 
fueled by our areas transportation ca-
pabilities, the Elma area continued on 
as an agricultural and lumber center. 
For the next thirty or forty years, Saint 
Gabriel’s remained a small but tight 
knit rural parish, catering to the spiritu-
al needs of their community, primarily 
of families that worked the land.
 After World War 2 had ended 
things began to change. As returning 
soldiers found their way back home it 
became increasingly difficult for these 
patriots to find affordable housing in 
their once familiar surroundings in the 
cities. The tight quarters of their par-
ent’s homes provided obstacles to their 
newfound freedom and a hindrance to 
creating families of their own. However 
cars were now affordable to the masses 
and land was cheap outside of the city.  
Suburban flight was a movement that 
began taking hold all over the nation 
and Elma, NY was no exception.
 Things were changing. Develop-
ment was bustling and families were 
growing. Land that was once primar-
ily countrified was turning suburban. 
Over the next four decades this once 
quiet community began carving out an 
identity that was once unimaginable. 
Cul-de-sacs began replacing logging 
paths. Shopping plazas replaced corn-
fields and Elma, NY transformed from 
a sleepy little bucolic town to a desired 
country suburb. In that time frame the 
parish membership had grown sub-
stantially. Increased activity in the Holy 
Name Society, Mothers Club, Saint Te-
resa’s Sodality, the choir, bowling team 
and softball team meant more room 
was needed.
 By 1964 the modest structure could 
no longer accommodate the growing 
flock and the decision was made to 
construct a new modern house of wor-
ship.  In 1965 ground was broken for 
a new Church and rectory. The formal 
dedication took place in 1967 by Bish-
op McNulty, while the old church acted 
as a meeting hall for the parish and it’s 
organizations. Meanwhile the parish 
continued to propagate. New orga-
nizations, clubs and ministries were 

When

Rooted in Nature, Anchored in Love
The Germination of Saint Gabriels
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formed. More organizations meant 
more functions. These events acted 
as opportunities to socialize as well 
as fundraising efforts to provide the 
capital needed for all the ongoing im-
provements and expansions. In March 
of 1983 the very first fish fry was held, 
sponsored by members of the Moth-
ers’ Club and Holy Name Society. It has 
since become the largest annual fish fry 
in Western New York, regularly serving 
nearly two thousand fish dinners every 
week during the Lenten season, includ-
ing hundreds of take out orders.
 As the twenty first century unrolled, 
the evolution of this community contin-
ued to take form with yet another ma-
jor expansion of the church utilizing the 
existing sanctuary, sacristy and original 
pews. The current incarnation of this 
house of prayer was built in 2004. The 
modern structure is now better able 
accommodate the nearly 16,000 mem-
bers of the parish making this the sec-
ond largest parish in the diocese (and 
the largest Polish parish in the region). 
As vibrant as this church community is, 
regularly attracting thousands to their 
daily masses, Father Walter Grabows-
ki the current pastor of Saint Gabriels’ 
reminds us that this is merely a fraction 
of the entire parish. “When you have a 
base of 16,000 parishioners, 4,000 peo-
ple seems like a lot, but it’s only twenty 
five percent. Father Walter continues 
shepherding his flock with a positive at-
titude noting that it’s a time of change 
in the church and a belief that the entire 
Catholic church will rebound noting that 
in times of need people always find their 
way back to the faith. “I witnessed this 
on 9/11 when I was assigned to a church 
in Eden”, he recalls. “There was no mass 
scheduled but people kept calling the 
rectory asking for a mass. So we had an 
unscheduled mass at noon that day and 
the church was full with both Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike. But we don’t 
want any tragedies. We want people to 
come to church because they love God, 
because, they are loved by God. This 
is our faith. Everybody needs God. For 
strength, for help, for direction, at some 
point everyone needs help from above.”
 It’s unlikely that back in its infancy, 
when it was known as a farmers church, 
the congregants of Saint Gabriels par-
ish had any idea that one day their 
community would act as a devotional 
oasis. However as the evolution of our 
civilization continues, the churches role 
in our society remains the same. Solace 
and spiritual healing are as important 
today in our fast paced modern world 
as they were back in the days of horse 
plows and sawmills. Nearly one hun-
dred years ago the Polish farmers that 
started this parish planted a seed of a 
different kind. Now we must remember 
to fertilize the crop so we can reap the 
harvest. If you forget to water the tree, 
eventually it stops bearing fruit. Luckily 
the land is fertile around St. Gabes.
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 The 13th Annual Dyngus Day Pa-
rade starts at 5:00pm and last about 90 
minutes.
 An even better way to experience 
the parade is by participating in it. It’s 
the difference between reading about 
pierogi and eating them.
 Especially heartwarming are the 
amount of families that have been 
using the Dyngus Day Parade as an 
excuse to do something together, to 
bond and share their pride of family 
and community. Whether it’s building 
floats, designing costumes or just walk-
ing through the streets holding a flag 
or banner with the family name.
 Since that first procession through 
the historic Polonia District back in 
2007, the Dyngus Day parade has 
turned into more than just a line of 
marchers and decorated cars. As par-
ticipants gather in preparation for the 
annual cavalcade, you can feel the 
pride of the neighborhoods descen-
dants, and even more so from their 
children and grandchildren who never 
experienced this part of town when it 
was a vibrant densely populated neigh-
borhood filled with churches, taverns, 
social clubs, railroads, industry and 
a business district that rivaled that of 
downtown Buffalo.
 Families and friends now gather 
from all over the world to take part in 
the revelry. They come to bond in Buf-
falo for Dyngus Day. The Easter holiday 
gives loved ones an added reason to 
reunite in WNY and stay the extra day 
or two to take part in something that 
not only draws the clan together, it cre-
ates life long memories for them and 
their offspring. They do it as a way to 
share an ancestral bond, to instill in their 
children a sense of history, and dignity 
along with ethnic and familial pride.
 We do it because we know who we 
are and where we come from.......we are 
proud to be Polish!!!!!!!! And undoubt-
edly, so are the thousands that gather 
to celebrate this annual affair regardless 
of their ethnic background. Whether 
you’re riding a bike, on roller skates, 
walking with an organization, or stand-
ing on the curb watching and cheering 
while waving your pussy willow branch-
es, it doesn’t matter if your DNA proves 
your lineage from somewhere other 
than Eastern Europe, because every-
body’s Polish on Dyngus Day.  

 official definition of parade 
is; a large public proces-

sion, usually including a marching band 
and often of a festive nature, held in 
honor of an anniversary, person, event, 
etc.In the case of the Annual Dyngus 
Day Parade, here in Buffalo, it’s could 
simply be defined in one word. FUN!!! 
 Unlike any other event in recent 
memory, this parade gathers people to-
gether with a sense of camaraderie and 
joy mixed with nostalgia and hope. What 
started out as a rag tag group of pas-
sionate Poles with a few flags, a couple 
of pickup trucks and a band on a trail-
er, has turned into a big splash of Pol-
ish pride surfing a sea of red and white. 
Floats resembling medieval ships, smoke 
spewing dragons, fire trucks with sirens 
blazing and hoses squirting, polka bands 
blaring and families sharing memories 
and laughter as they stroll through the 
neighborhood tossing candy and beads 
to the little wide eyed urchins gathered 
on the curbs. Who doesn’t like a parade? 
Not anyone that has ever been to the 
Dyngus Day Parade in Buffalo NY, that’s 
for sure.
 The origin of parades have roots in 
the military and politics. Generations 
of rulers have projected their power 
through displays of strength and trep-
idation, going back to humanity’s first 
civilizations.
 Later parades functioned as broad 
podiums that connected rulers to their 
subjects and allowed them to spread 
their authority as they made their way 
through the crowds.
 Religious authorities and organiza-
tions used parades in much the same 
way. The parade offered a large plat-
form for them to connect with the com-
munity and foster power. The public 
enjoyed the parades since they got 
a chance to be close to the powerful 
members of society who passed by.
 But this is not your typical parade. 
Our parade is about fun, and frivolity. 
If there is any show of strength it’s the 
strength of friendship and family. The 
tug of the forgotten neighborhood 
where so many people once lived and 
worked seems to draw people back, 
certainly to remember, but also to rein-
vent. This parade acts as a bridge from 
the past to the future. A generational 
gangplank allowing stories to become 
interactive. It’s one thing for your Dz-
iadzia to tell you about the fun he had 
with the Holy Name Society bowling 
team. It’s another to actually go to the 
same lanes and do the same thing.

The

NOT jUST A PARADE
It’s A Plethora Of Pride
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your mark, get ready, set, go! 
Those will be the words that 

kick off the next level of Dyngus deliri-
um, the Dyngus Day Dash.
 When we began promoting Dyn-
gus Day, it was a modest undertaking. 
We gathered a few existing parties, 
added a small parade and hoped it 
would spark enthusiasm with a younger 
generation. That spark has turned into 
a bonfire. But like a roaring campfire 
you need to throw a new log on regu-
larly to keep it going. We were always 
thinking of new things to add to the 
celebration. A fleet of shuttle buses, 
our own newspaper, even a television 
special that celebrates our rich cultur-
al and historical significance. We keep 
trying to make it better than before.
 A number of years ago when we 
first started promoting Dyngus Day 
celebrations in Cleveland, Ohio, we 
thought it might be fun to create an 
event that would allow participation 
in a non-traditional way. Plus we had a 
fun name and a clever take on an old 
form of competition. The light bulb 
that illuminated over our head was a 
relay race that utilizes a pussy willow 
branch rather than a baton. However 
our first and foremost Dyngus duties 
were here in Buffalo and it was just 
logistically impossible to administer 
the details and properly execute what 
we thought was a brilliant idea. So we 
filed that little bit of ingenuity away 
until we could approach it in a way that 
would be successful.
 The next few years saw the growth 
of the parade, more venues, a new 
website, the creation of the highly ac-
claimed Dyngus Day Diary television 
specials and hundreds of other details 
associated with the production and 

promotion pertaining to an event of this 
magnitude. All the while the idea con-
tinued to sit on a shelf at Dyngus Day 
headquarters. A big factor in not being 
able to implement our little idea was 
simply lack of manpower. Between all 
of the promotion and production issues 
we already had in play we simply could 
not find enough people to take on an-
other project that could turn into a lo-
gistical labyrinth.
 Then we got a call from the Kai-
sertown Friends Association. Jennifer 
Hutzol, an old friend that we first met 
when she volunteered at numerous 
fundraising events at Corpus Chris-
ti Church called us to say that she was 
now involved with a group in Buffalo’s 
Kaisertown neighborhood. The Kaiser-
town Friends Association are a group 
of civic-minded individuals that wanted 
to help their neighborhood to grow and 
prosper. This not for profit organization 
was formed in 2017 with the intention 
to promote, boost, and work to improve 
Kaisertown as a whole. Their current 
president, Corey Reichle, is a runner 
and brought up the idea to stage a foot 
race in conjunction with the big post 
Lenten bash in Buffalo known as Dyn-
gus Day. Immediately we knew this was 
meant to be. They had the manpower 
we had a novel twist on an old idea. An 
idea that is 136 years old to be exact. 
The relay method of racing was started 
in the United States about 1883. The 
original method was for the men run-
ning the second quarter of the course 
each to take over a small flag from the 
first man as he arrived, before departing 
on their own stage of the race, at the 
end of which they, in their turn, hand-
ed on their flags to the awaiting next 
runners. The flags, however, were con-

sidered cumbersome, and for a time it 
was sufficient for the outgoing runner to 
touch or be touched by his predecessor. 
The baton, a hollow cylinder of wood or 
plastic, was introduced in 1893. But in 
our opinion, that too is cumbersome.  
So…we will use a budding branch from 
a pussy willow bush. Teams of two in 
various age categories will exchange 
the willow switches halfway around the 
mile long path in the back of Houghton 
Park on Spann Street behind PS 69 on 
Clinton Street.
 After the various category groups 
have run their heats. We will have an 
awards ceremony and good old fash-
ioned weenie roast courtesy of our 
good friends and proud supporters at 
Redlinski meats.
 There are so many great things 
about this new Dyngus Day event. First 
of all it’s yet another way to celebrate 
the end of Lent and the beginning of 
Spring. Secondly it’s a great way to 
showcase this underappreciated part of 
our city. Kaisertown in our opinion is the 
last true old school neighborhood that’s 
still intact the way it was nearly a centu-
ry ago. A vibrant business district filled 
with independent and family owned 
businesses, restaurants, taverns, hard-
ware stores, bowling alleys and grocery 
stores, surrounded by a densely pop-
ulated landscape of streets filled with 
modest, affordable, well kept homes. 
Throw in a beautiful historic church, a 
hidden waterfront and an undiscovered 
little pocket park and you have one of 
the coolest urban enclaves in the city. 
That many people don’t even know of.
 The fact that the neighborhood is 
now filled with about a half dozen very 
lively Dyngus Day parties catering to rev-
elers of all ages and that those parties 
are all official Dyngus Day Buffalo venues 
connected together through the Pussy 
Willow Pass shuttles and we have what 
looks to be a new Dyngus Day tradition.  
Want to be a part of that tradition?
 Visit our website  www.dyngusday.
com for entry details. But do it soon we 
are limiting the amount of runners this 
year. We want to make sure we learn to 
walk before we run.

On

BORN TO RUN
Please Pass The Pussy Willow
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we know Dyngus Day par-
ties can get boisterous, and 

some might think twice about taking 
members of the younger set to expe-
rience first hand the Polonia pageantry 
that takes place on the day after Eas-
ter. But, think again, there are plenty of 
things to do and see for kids of all ages.
 So gather the clan, stick a pussy 
willow branch in the stroller and teach 
the children what it is to be Polish and 
proud! Here’s where to go with your lil 
nuggets. 
Historic Polonia
St Stan’s 123 Townsend St.
Founded in 1873, it’s the oldest Polish 
parish in the diocese of Buffalo. It was 
here and within the streets surround-
ing the church, that one of the larg-
est Polish communities in the world 
was founded. In 1904, this parish was 
among the largest in the U.S. with close 
to 20,000 parishioners and a school of 
over 3,000 children. Since 2004, the 
parish has undergone an aggressive 
series of capital improvements to sta-
bilize and restore the entire campus. 
These have included the restoration 
of long-lost murals and rebuilding of 
its historic, 1893 Johnson & Son pipe 
organ. Their Sunday Noon mass has 
been broadcast on radio since 1945.
Corpus Christi Church 199 Clark St.
A few blocks away there’s another spec-
tacular sanctuary. The awe-inspiring 
church interior, features some of the fin-
est ecclesiastical art in the city. A spe-
cial Dyngus Day Mass begins at 11:00 
am. After Mass, stroll over to the brick 
building directly behind the church. 
Lots to do once you stop marveling at 
the vintage interior of one of the coolest 
old social clubs still in existence. Inside 
the Corpus Christi Athletic Club there 
are bowling alleys, a Krakow style cas-
tle bounce house in the gym, plenty of 
games and coloring contests for your lit-
tle crumb crunchers as well as plenty of 
food to fuel all that activity regardless of 
your age. Try the pierogi pizza! 
Broadway Market 999 Broadway
Although the Broadway Market has 
undergone-numerous changes, the 
old-fashioned concept of selling farm 
fresh, exotic and unusual products here 
has remained unchanged since the Mar-
ket’s inception in 1888. Get the kids 
some Charlie Chaplin or sponge candy.
The 13th Annual
Dyngus Day Parade - 5pm
As they sang in the Music Man, “76 

trombones led the big parade”...well 
we might not have 76 trombones but 
we will have more than a few accordi-
ons, flags, floats, marchers and thou-
sands of smiling cheering revelers hav-
ing a grand time celebrating the Polish 
Pride that has propelled this procession 
to such powerful proportions that peo-
ple have been planning their partici-
pation with great anticipation. In other 
words it has grown, and it is a lot of fun 
for kids of all ages.
Kaisertown
Dyngus Day Dash Houghton Pk
Here’s a great way to start the day run-
ning. Seriously. This year marks the de-
but of the Dyngus Day Dash, a pussy 
willow relay race for runners of all ages. 
Teams of two will run around a mile long 
path located in the back of Houghton 
Park on Spann St. The first runner pass-
es off a pussy willow branch to their 
teammate and the best times in various 
age groups wins. Afterwards the runners 
will enjoy a good old fashioned Weenie 
Roast courtesy of our friends at Redlins-
ki Meats. Parents, siblings, cousins, or 
friends…find someone and put on your 
PF Flyers. Just remember to register on 
line first at dyngusday.com. There will 
be no day of registration.
St. Casimirs S C 1833 Clinton St. 
Now dive deep into the heart of this 
Polish neighborhood with a German 
sounding name. This Dyngus Day par-
ty, inside what used to be Bishop Ryan 
High School, may not have been around 
as long as some of the others but fear 
not, the folks at Saint Casimirs know a 
thing or two about fun and tradition. 
Father Czeslaw Krysa the Rector of the 
church is undoubtedly the foremost 
bearer of Polish traditions this side of 
Warsaw plus he even makes homemade 
Krupnik. Pretty sure that’s someone that 
knows about fun. But rest assured there 
is an old school family friendly vibe 
here. How could it not? It’s inside an old 
school!
Blackrock 
The Polish Cadets 927 Grant St. 
They have been providing leadership 
and social activities for Poles of all ages 
since 1899. Not only are they one of 
the oldest social clubs of their kind in 
the nation, they will once again offer 
great live polka music, ethnic dancers 
and delicious homemade polish food in 
the heart of Buffalo’s secondary Polonia 
neighborhood. These guys know how 
to have fun.

Yes

DYNGUS DAY DARLINGS
What To Do With The Little Squirts
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Cheektowaga
Polish Villa 2 1085 Harlem Rd
Again we bring up the subject of food, 
because it’s such a big part of being Pol-
ish. No one knows that better than  PV2. 
They’ve been providing the most au-
thentic Polish dining in town since 1985. 
Don’t believe us? Try it yourself. They 
will be serving a spectacular brunch 
along with one of the best Polka bands 
in the nation Polka Country Musicians 
from 10-2. 
Pvt. Leonard Post VFW
2450 Walden Ave 
One of our original locations continues 
the tradition they started decades ago. 
The Dyngus Day Party here really starts 
on Easter Sunday at 7pm with the Official 
Kickoff of the Festival with the Blessing 
of all the polka musicians and their in-
struments. Two days of family friendly 
fun.  Monday AND  Sunday! Bring the 
kids here and they just might wind up 
on TV.
Depew
Polish Falcons 445 Columbia Ave. 
Not as old as the Cadets, the Falcons 
have only been around since 1903. 
Even though it’s a few years junior to the 
Cadets, they know a thing or two about 
Dyngusing given that this will be their 
45th year of throwing one hell of a pussy 
willow party. Again, great polka live mu-
sic, dancing, plenty of food and family 
friendly fun.
Elma
St. Gabriels Church 5271 Clinton St. 
Ever been to a polka mass? Well here’s 
your chance. Rare Vintage provides 
the soundtrack for the 11:30am liturgy 
at Saint Gabriels Church. After feeding 
your spirit in the sanctuary, lunch in the 
hall afterwards will feed your body as 
well. After you light a candle head on 
over to where Poles have been provid-
ing provisions for generations. One of 
the largest congregations in WNY, and 
one of the most vibrant, these people 
know how to throw a party. Your little 
ones will love the live swirly twirly pol-
kas. Lots of parking here might be a 
great place to start and hop on the bus.
Lancaster
Skoobs Grille 50 Central Ave.
The Inaugural Dyngus Bash at Skoobs 
should be one that will leave the whole 
village dancing the polka. The good folks 
at Babcias Pierogi brought this event to 
life in 2016 and have now joined forces 
with this new venue to spread pussy wil-
low fever. They promise even more this 
year with live polka music from peren-
nial favorites New Direction from 2-6, 
folk dancing performances, DJ John 
Piniewski from 6:30 and of course lots  
of great authentic polish food featuring 
plenty of delicious Babcias pierogi. 
… So grab your little ones, and your 
children too. Your kids will love these 
events. The memories of celebrating 
heritage, ethnic pride, community and 
family will last a lifetime…that’s the best 
part. Well, the food and the music are 
pretty good too, and of course the pa-
rade. Everyone loves a parade.
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are also called “Norteno.” Traditional 
dances from this region reflect the in-
fluence of polka-dancing European im-
migrants.
 While polkas peak of popularity 
was undoubtedly in the 50’s and 60’s 
there has definitely been a surge in it’s 
appeal over the last few years. Younger 
audiences began taking notice of the 
“old fashioned” music in the 1980’s 
and 1990’s, as a new genus of polka 
began to emerge primarily through a 
band called Brave Combo from Den-
ton, Texas. They created a new style of 
music which was a fusion of polka and 
rock, sometimes referred to as “Punk 
Polka”, “Alternative Polka” and Team 
Dyngus’ newly coined description, 
“Rock and Rolka.”
 This type of polka not only attract-
ed a new generation of listeners it en-
couraged interest in some of the classic 
long time polka icons as well.  Legend-
ary performers like Marion Lush, Lil 
Wally and Frank Wojnarowski all found 
new audiences thanks in part to young-
er people discovering this new style.
 Another Polka style that once was 
prevalent throughout the nation was 
the “Orchestra” basically a big band 
lineup consisting of 10-12 instruments 
often led by a dynamic front man like 
the afore mentioned legends. These 
big bands are not as commonplace as 
they once were quite simply because its 
more affordable to hire a 3 or 4 piece 
band rather than a 10 piece “orches-
tra”. However there are still a few left 
and this year we are thrilled to be able 
to present the Jimmy Sturr Orches-
tra on the mainstage at Pussy Willow 
Park. Our philosophy with the entire 
festival has always been to present the 
best there is to offer and this is without 
question the best there is! Jimmy Sturr 
and his Orchestra have won 18 Gram-
my Awards for Best Polka album and 
his appearance in Western New York 
is a very special and not to be missed 
performance.  Jimmy has performed 
all over the world including Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, the Grand Ole 
Opry, and several appearances on Sat-
urday Night Live. He has recorded with 
Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels, Brenda 
Lee, Bela Fleck, Arlo Guthrie and many 
more earning five gold albums along 
the way. Do not miss this rare area ap-
pearance. The Jimmy Sturr Orchestra 
takes the mainstage at 8pm but the fun 
starts much earlier with performances 
from the Kielbasa Kings of Dearborn 
Michigan back by popular demand 

only is Buffalo the Dyngus 
Day Capital of the World 

but, based on the amount of musical 
talent assembled at all the different fes-
tival venues that are part of this unique 
celebration, a strong case could be 
made that the Queen City of the Lakes 
is the Polka Capital of the universe. (At 
least on Dyngus Day it is). But let’s not 
get ahead of ourselves. First lets talk 
about where it all began.
 Although many consider Polka as a 
Polish creation, the dances origins are 
actually attributed to Bohemia.  The in-
vention of the step is credited to Anna 
Slazak, a farm servant at Elbsteinit near 
Prague.  Based in local Slavic folk mu-
sic, by 1835 the Polka became a dance 
craze all over the ballrooms of Czecho-
slovakia before spreading throughout 
Europe by way of Vienna and Paris.
 Within ten years the lively 2/4 step 
hopped over the “pond” to the US 
and it remained a dominantly popular 
dance in Europe as well as in North 
America until the 20th century, when it 
was displaced by ragtime jazz, and the 
dance crazes of the Roaring Twenties.
 Polka did, however experience a 
resurgence in popularity after WWll, 
when many Polish refugees moved to 
the US, adopting this Bohemian style 
as a cultural dance.  In fact many of to-
day’s younger Polonia generation owe 
their very existence to the fact that 
their grandparents first met at a Polka 
dance. Whether at one of the areas 
Dom Polski, a church hall or tavern. If it 
weren’t for those Polka parties, some of 
you would never have been born. But 
we digress.
 Although the origin can be traced 
back to one source, there are various 
styles of contemporary polka music all 
of which are American inventions, one 
of the styles found here is the North 
American  “Polish-style Polka”, it’s 
roots are in Chicago. Two sub-styles 
are; “The Chicago Honky” (using the 
clarinet and one trumpet) and the “Chi-
cago Push” (featuring the accordion, 
concertinas, bass, drums and almost 
always two trumpets). North American 
“Slovenian Style” is fast and features 
piano accordion, chromatic accordion, 
and or diatonic button box accordion: 
it is associated with Cleveland. North 
American “Dutchmen-style” features 
an “oompah” sound often with a tuba 
& banjo, and has roots in the American 
Midwest. “Conjunto-style” polkas have 
roots in northern Texas and Mexico and 

Not

ThE POLkA STORY
Once Upon A Time There Was A Little Twirl
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and  Mountain Express from Chalfont, 
Pennsylvania who will be making their 
debut performance here in Buffalo. 
These guys,  from the Keystone state, 
by the way  are a great example of that 
fusion of contemporary and polka that 
we mentioned earlier. We even have 
a few surprises planned with appear-
ances from the Rodzina dance group 
of Polish Cadets and special guest ap-
pearances from the nations youngest 
Polka sensations, Chase and Logan 
Stanczewski. Although it will certainly 
be star studded, the tent is not the only 
game in town. Trumpets will be blar-
ing and plenty of accordion squeezing 
to be found all over WNY on Dyngus 
Day. Check out our calendar for all the 
details and where to catch bands like 
Polka Country Musicians, Music Box, 
Polski Chix and many more.
 Even before Dyngus Day officially 
arrives, the twirling of festive skirts and 
flailing pussy willows will signal the start 
of the festival at the Official Pre-Dyn-
gus Kickoff on Easter Sunday night at 
the Pvt. Leonard Post VFW beginning 
with the Blessing of the instruments. If 
adventure and exploration tickle your 
fancy, there are a myriad of other musi-
cal styling’s to suit all of your interests.  
Try some new venues for a change. 
We have plenty of places to go, there’s 
even a Polka Mass at Saint Gabriels 
Church with Rare Vintage if you want to 
hedge your bets for what you do later. 
Solid performers can be found all day 
long at Polish Villa 2 starting with New 
Direction at 9:30 to the Phocus Polka 
Show at the Firehouse Grill one of our 
new Kaisertown locations. Nearby, the 
return performance of the Dyngus Day 
Jam Band at the Clinton Bar and Grill at 
noon, will get the party started at this 
old school joint which is quickly gaining 
a reputation as a new Polka palace in 
its own right. Radio favorite Accordi-
on Bill even sits in with  Buffalo Good 
Times at Saint Casimirs Hall just a few 
blocks away.
 If Historic Polonia is your preferred 
place for pussy willows, piwo and pol-
kas, make sure you check out Polish 
Pride at the Corpus Christi Athletic 
Club or Stephanie and her Honky Band 
at the Saint Stanislaus Social Center.
 As the festival unfolds on Monday 
there are dozens of other polka bands 
to catch at venues all over town:  
Make sure you use the calendar in this 
guide or on our website www.dyngus-
day.com for a complete list of bands, 
participating venues, & more detailed 
information.
 It makes us dizzy just thinking of 
all the different options. Just remem-
ber it doesn’t matter whether you are 
listening, watching, participating as a 
seasoned hoofer or a new comer to the 
dance floor, rest assured that this Euro-
pean form of aerobics can be enjoyed 
without Dramamine by everyone, and 
one thing is for sure, in the Polka Story, 
everyone lives happily after!
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  often hear the term Polonia, 
but what does it mean? Tech-

nically the word refers to the Diaspora, 
(the people of Polish origin who live 
outside Poland). Actually that explana-
tion is right however, in our experience, 
it is much more than that. Polonia is 
a collective sharing of experience, of 
tradition, of culture, of food, and cel-
ebration. Just as with most immigrant 
communities that took hold in the Unit-
ed States after a generation or two, 
we find that many become “American-
ized.” The native language becomes 
a distant memory. The folklore fades, 
old world traditions and styles seem 
to wane. Adopting new ways in a new 
land are important. It demonstrates sol-
idarity and a willingness to accept your 
new home and brethren. However, it’s 
equally meaningful to remember where 
you came from. It was inspiring to find 
Poles of so many different generations 
in this years “Polonia P.O.L.” still adher-
ing to the value of old world customs, 
traditions and holding dear the strong 
work ethic so prevalent in Polish DNA.
Sister Josanne Buszek
Growing up in nearby Erie, P.A., Ele-
onore Buszek had fifteen brothers and 
sisters. When you add in her parents, 
that’s eighteen people under one roof! 
That’s a lot of mouths to feed, luckily 
Mama Buszek was a great cook. When 
she cooked, it seemed like the whole 
neighborhood would come by. “I think 
the boys could smell when she was 
cooking potato pancakes from miles 
around.” She heard her vocational 
calling when she was a junior in high 
school and entered the Felician order 
in 1950, taking the name Josanne. Her 
first assignment was at Guardian Angel 
Day Care on Delaware Ave. in Buffalo, 
NY. She went on to teach at schools 
throughout WNY, where her upbring-
ing may have played a role in how she 
supervised her students. She recalled,  
“Even though there were sixteen, of us 
all the other neighborhood kids would 
come to our house. We would roll up 
the rug and crank up the old Victrola 
and dance while Momma would watch 
to make sure there was no hanky panky. 
We sure had a lot of fun.”
What does it mean to be a part of 
Buffalo’s Polonia?
“For me, being a part of Polonia is 
something I am very proud of. When 
I grew up in Erie, P.A., we only spoke 
Polish at home. Outside of the house 
it was English, but with family, we all 

spoke the native tongue of my parents 
and carried on all the customs. So when 
I moved to Buffalo, it was like being at 
home, because there were still a lot of 
people in the Polish community that 
spoke the language and the traditions 
were still strong. Sadly, not many fol-
low those traditions today  and cer-
tainly don’t speak the language. To the 
youth I would say, be proud of who you 
are and where you came from. Don’t 
be ashamed of being a Polock! And I 
would say it just like that.”
Do you have any favorite Dyngus 
memories or recollections?
“There were 16 kids in my family. On 
Dyngus Day my brothers were sort of 
mean because they would wake us up 
by throwing water on us girls. My mom 
would get mad, but she would get over 
it because she did allow it in the first 
place, you know? If my brothers didn’t 
get us at home, there were plenty of 
other boys that would try to ambush 
us girls in the alley by St. Hedwigs with 
pussy willow branches and more water.”
What is your favorite Polish Food?
“Bigos & Czarnina are my favorites be-
cause it reminds me of my childhood.” 
Pussy willows or water?
“We always used both, but we used to 
grow our own pussy willows. Even when 
we were at the St. Stans convent, Sister 
Blaise & I grew some of the best pussy 
willows ever. The key is to plant them 
three at a time, like the Holy Trinity.”
Tom Dudzick
Tom Dudzick began his theatrical career 
in the 1970’s, creating musical come-
dies for Buffalo, NY’s massive dinner 
theatre industry - always casting himself 
in the lead role, and garnering critical 
acclaim as “Western New York’s pre-
miere comic actor.”
 In the 1980’s Tom relocated to New 
York, left performing behind and fo-
cused on writing. Within a few years’ 
time he had created a play entitled 
“Greetings!”, a Christmas family com-
edy which landed off-Broadway at the 
John Houseman Theatre, starring stage 
and screen veteran, Darren McGavin, 
For his next project, Tom dipped into 
his own past, semi-fictionalized a slice 
of his childhood, called it “Over the 
Tavern” and turned it into what Chris 
Jones of the Chicago Tribune called, 
“One of the biggest grass-roots suc-
cesses in American regional theatre of 
the last few years.” The play created 
such interest that Buffalo’s Studio Arena 
Theatre commissioned Tom to write a 
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POLSKI CHIX | Buffalo, NY | 3-9PM

TONY’S POLKA BAND | Hagaman, NY | 3-9PM

LIVE
POLISH 1:00-9PM

Doors Open @ Noon

SAINT GABE’S

St. Gabriel’s RC Church
5271 Clinton St • ¼ Mile E. of Transit Rd • Elma • 668-4017

Purchase Your $10 
Pussy Willow Pass
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sequel, which he entitled “King O’ The 
Moon.”  He created an “Over the Tav-
ern Trilogy” by writing yet a third play 
about the same family, entitled “The 
Last Mass At Saint Casimir’s.”
 “Hail Mary!” was Dudzick’s next 
commissioned play, about a 21st cen-
tury parochial school novice who jeop-
ardizes her future as a nun by daring to 
take religion into her own hands and 
teach the children her personal, un-
orthodox views of God. His next play, 
a backstage comedy called, “Don’t 
Talk to the Actors,” premiered once 
again at Buffalo’s Studio Arena The-
atre.  Tom’s following play, “Miracle 
on South Division Street” premiered at 
Upstate New York’s Penguin Repertory 
Theatre in 2009 and once more, broke 
a box office record.
 Finally, Tom has taken the Pazinski 
Family from “Over The Tavern,” written 
an original Christmas story for them, 
composed 15 original songs and titled 
it “Christmas Over The Tavern.” Buffa-
lo’s MusicalFare Theatre premiered the 
musical this past holiday season and 
sold out the entire 5-week run before it 
even opened.
 A memorial plaque has been im-
bedded in front of Dudzick’s boyhood 
home in Buffalo, commemorating his 
father’s tavern and the play it inspired. 
An even greater honor — Tom Dudzick 
was once a question on Jeopardy! 
What does it mean to be a part of 
Buffalo’s Polonia?
“Growing up among Buffalo’s Pol-
ish gave me a great sense of identi-
ty. I belonged. There were lots of us, 
with something in common: funny last 
names. The older ones had funny ac-
cents. We had streets that ended in -ski. 
We had grandparents who introduced 
us to the joys of Polish cooking. We had 
our own jokes: Polack jokes. The prem-
ise of the jokes was that we were all 
dumb, and if you had a sense of humor 
about it, they were really funny. You just 
couldn’t take them personally, that’s all. 
You’d have to tell yourself, “I know how 
to screw in a light bulb. It’s those other 
Polacks who need two people.”
Do you have any favorite Dyngus 
memories or recollections?
“I never even heard about it until I was 
40! Then when I did hear about it I was 
flummoxed! They do what? The boys 
hit the girls’ legs with—?! And then the 
girls throw a jar of—?! And that’s it?! 
They get a day for doing that?! But, hell, 
I’m in favor of it. 100%. Who says cele-
brations are supposed to make sense?”
What is your favorite Polish food?
“I’m a simple guy. Kielbasa.”
Pussy willows or water?
“Pussy willows? Hmmm... I couldn’t do 
it. Sorry, it goes back to the old rules 
about hitting girls. And the idea that 
it’s sort of a vegan weapon still doesn’t 
make it better. But water isn’t an ap-
pealing choice either; the thought of 
sitting there in wet clothes the whole 
night. Couldn’t there be a third option? 
Like, ‘Hi, I like you, let’s both wear these 
babushkas!’”

Victoria Florczak
“There’s an old saying, “bloom where 
you’re planted.” In 2005, Lisa and Peter 
Florczak flew to Ustka, Poland to meet 
their new son and daughter, Nicholas 
and Victoria. The baby brother and 
sister were adopted by the Florczaks 
and transplanted here in Western New 
York. And bloom they did. This young 
Polonia ambassador has embraced her 
culture and her ability to share the rich-
ness of Polish customs with others in a 
way that makes people of other back-
grounds envy the Poles and their tra-
ditions. A top athlete on the St Mary’s 
H.S. track team (which we are certain is 
due to her dance training both with the 
Harmony Folk ensemble and currently 
with Rodzina at Polish Cadets), she is 
also frequently seen at various Polonia 
events throughout WNY and Southern 
Ontario, as a representative of the Pu-
laski Association as this years Countess 
Pulaski. Her poise and grace belie her 
youth and adolescence.If you have any 
doubt about the future of Polonia or 
whether younger generations will con-
tinue the time honored traditions of our 
ancestors, then spend two minutes with 
this young lady and rest assured,  the 
future is in good hands.
What does being part of Buffalo’s 
Polonia mean to you?
“To me, being part of Buffalo’s Polonia 
means that I am part of a community 
much larger than anyone could have 
expected. So many people are proud 
of their Polish heritage in Buffalo.  You 
can see that pride most prominently 
displayed on Dyngus Day!  Revelers 
line the streets to watch the parade; 
they have pussy willows and squirt 
guns!  Some boys show their pride by 
wearing peacock feathers, and the girls 
wear flower crowns and red lipstick!  It 
is really amazing to see Polonia’s com-
munity come together and be proud to 
call themselves Polish!”
Do you have any favorite Dyngus 
memories or recollections?
“My favorite Dyngus Day recollection 
has to be how every year on Dyngus 
Day morning my mom makes sure to 
splash both me and my brother, Nicho-
las, with some water as a sign of playful 
affection!  She always manages to catch 
us by surprise too! She is just showing 
us, in a very “Polish” way, how much 
she loves us!”
What is your favorite Polish food?
“My favorite Polish food is a similar 
choice to many Polish-Americans – it 
is pierogi!  But, I like to try new things 
(don’t get me wrong, I love a good pota-
to pierogi), I also love unique flavors like 
strawberry or bacon cheddar pierogi.”
Pussy willows or water?
“I would rather have the water. Some 
people just don’t realize how powerful 
the branches can be….. they can hurt! 
And, the water is a nice little refresher 
when used in small amounts.”

ServingCool Drinks with  a Warm Heart
EST. 1969

23 MILLS STREET
BUFFALO, NY • 896-5982
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an old world tradition 
to a modern world 

class ethnic festival, Buffalo’s Dyn-
gus Day celebration has undoubtedly 
turned into one of the largest festivals 
of it’s kind anywhere on the globe. To 
so many people that now take part in 
the refreshingly ridiculous revelry year 
after year, it seems as if this unique 
celebration has always been a part of 
the unveiling of Spring here in Western 
New York. But it wasn’t always that way. 
Here’s how it all unfolded...
 Although the post Lenten ob-
servance known as Dyngus Day has 
been noted in the City’s traditional 
Polish neighborhoods dating back to 
the 1870s when the cities Polish col-
ony began taking root. Back then it 
was referred to as Smigus Dingus. In 
the beginning, it was a low key obser-
vance. It was a chance to play pranks 
by splashing each other with water or 
parents sprinkling their children with 
water to wake them the morning after 
Easter Sunday. Modern Dyngus Day in 
Buffalo had its beginnings much later 
with the Chopin Singing Society when 
they had their clubrooms on the East 
side of Buffalo in the city’s historic Po-
lonia district. Judge Ann Mikoll and her 
late husband Theodore held a “Smigus 
Dingus” themed party at the Society’s 
clubrooms on Kosciuszko Street in 
1961. The idea was born after a trip to 
Poland where the Mikolls renewed their 
love of the colorful obscure customs of 
the Polish people. The event, original-
ly meant to boost the declining mem-
bership of the society, soon became an 
annual event in Buffalo. Political and 
business leaders made their way to 
the Chopin’s Clubrooms every year the 

day after Easter to begin the day with 
a ceremonial “swieconka” luncheon. 
Polka music was played throughout the 
building’s meeting and bar rooms and 
there was plenty of revelry to be had 
by all. Due to the quirky nature of the 
associated traditions i.e. the splashing 
of water and swatting with pussy willow 
branches, the party turned into a highly 
anticipated yearly affair.
 As the neighborhood waned so 
did Dyngus activity in the city. Chopins 
left the Eastside in the early 1990s & 
moved out to new clubrooms in the 
eastern suburb of Cheektowaga where 
they tried to attract a whole new gen-
eration of Polonia.
 By that time the younger members 
of Polonia were used to looking at oth-
er types of music and recreation. (and 
Polka music was not part of what they 
were looking for). As the next genera-
tions of Poles became completely as-
similated with modern American cul-
ture Polka music and old world style 
customs started to become obsolete 
and unhip. These were things your 
“Babcia” did. There was nothing cool 
about “Dyngus” back then.
 That all changed in 2005 when the 
website DyngusDay.com was born. The 
following year Dyngus Day Buffalo was 
founded by two friends that wanted 
to shine a positive light on a forgotten 
neighborhood and a misunderstood 
culture. The hope was that by provid-
ing marketing and organizational sup-
port to a number of combined events 
across the region, more people would 
show up to these parties and a young-
er demographic would be attracted to 
something that wasn’t deemed hip by 
anyone under the age of fifty. The ulti-

From

mate goal was to promote the unique 
ethnic, religious and cultural aspects 
of Polish culture throughout the world 
and the influence of Poles nationwide 
through this quirky celebration that was 
now known as Dyngus Day. In 2007, the 
streets of the Historic Polonia District 
were once again filled with polkas and 
pussy willows as the Inaugural Dyngus 
Day Parade was organized making its 
way through the streets of Old Polonia. 
Today the Parade routes through the 
historic neighborhood past numerous 
party sites and concludes at a number 
of large outdoor parties in the shadow 
of two prominent historic Polish Catho-
lic churches.
 In subsequent years, the number 
of parties in the Historic Polonia Dis-
trict continued to expand with even 
more events as well as numerous fam-
ily owned taverns getting in on the act 
again. In addition to the “old neighbor-
hood” the suburban venues hosting 
sizable Dyngus Dances have more than 
doubled. As well as other city neigh-
borhoods, including Buffalo’s Blackrock 
neighborhood, (which is really Buffalo’s 
second Polish Colony), Kaisertown. 
There are now dozens of different fes-
tival sites that are officially part of what 
has turned into one of the most unique 
ethnic celebrations of its kind on the 
planet.
 The introduction of an extensive 
system of shuttle buses connecting all 
the venues together has spurred par-
ticipation to new heights. Attendance 
in 2018 was estimated at over 100,000 
for Dyngus Day events across Western 
New York making it one of the largest, 
one day ethnic festivals in North Amer-
ica featuring top name Polka bands 
from all over the world.
 A lot of attention was drawn to Buf-
falo’s Dyngus Day by the reaction of 
CNNs Anderson Cooper a few years 
ago and may have angered some who 
thought that his uncontrollable laughter 
associated with the quirky customary 
rituals of the observance was insulting. 
However the resulting awareness and 
other national media coverage only 
fueled the growth of the celebration. 
The ABC affiliate in Buffalo, WKBW 
began airing a live television special in 
2014 entitled “Dyngus Day Diary” that 

earned an Emmy nomination for the 
station and its producers. The program 
continues to be hosted live from the 
festival and highlights various aspects 
of Polonia history and culture.
 All this notoriety has now born fruit. 
In addition to the growth of the festival, 
more people are now coming in by the 
busloads from places like Ohio, Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, etc. 
It seems that Dyngus Day in Buffalo, 
NY has now turned into a tourist attrac-
tion. Who would’ve even thought that 
to be possible fourteen years ago? But 
as Buffalo continues to reconnect with 
its history, and more of us realize the 
potential draw of our areas cultural au-
thenticity we now see the value of old 
world traditions.
 The compelling stories we have to 
tell about the different ethnic commu-
nities that settled here, working the 
factories or railroads and raising fami-
lies while striving to realize their Ameri-
can dream, appeal to a new generation 
and have revealed themselves to be 
powerful marketing tools for the city.
 As a result of all these efforts the 
neighborhood that was once home to 
this large Polish colony (and in fact the 
entire Polish American culture of WNY) 
has been experiencing a re-awaken-
ing of sorts. Many people now have 
a newfound appreciation of this areas 
significance and potential. Additional-
ly, because of the marketing efforts of 
dyngusday.com and their promotion of 
Polish culture throughout the years, an 
unprecedented swelling of Polish pride 
has been taking place throughout the 
region for over a decade with no signs 
of letting up.
 After all this and more than a half 
century of polkas and pussy willows, 
no other city on the planet can claim 
to celebrate Dyngus Day like we do in 
the Queen City. That’s why Buffalo, NY 
is the Dyngus Day Capital of the world. 
It has turned into a point of civic pride 
not only for Buffalo’s Polonia but all of 
Western New York. Thank you for par-
ticipating in history as we continue to 
spread the story about Dyngus Day 
and the heritage of Buffalo’s Polonia. 
Dziekuje bardzo!

PUSSY WILLOW POWER
The Whole Story From Beginning To End
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Dyngus Day 
is only one 

day out of 365, we do our very best to 
provide you, our Dyngus disciples with 
ways to extend this joyous celebration 
and spring like state of mind. So as we 
do every year, Dyngus Day Buffalo once 
again is offering up some great souve-
nirs to not only put you in a party frame 
of mind, but to keep it going all year 
long. Because everyone is concerned 
about global warming and the even-
tual disappearance of winter weather 
altogether we decided to shelve the 
idea of Dyngus Day parkas, mukluks, 
and toboggans. But something tells 
us there will be plenty of ‘ski’s in the 
parade anyway.  In any event fear not 
because we’ve got you covered.
 Because of the tremendous retail 
success over the past few years, with 
many Wegmans and Tops locations 
hosting Dyngus Day activities and sell-
ing Dyngus Day gear, this year once 
again all Tops and Wegmans locations 
in WNY have hopped back on the Polo-
nia Express. They will be selling brand 
new t-shirt designs, hoodies, crewneck 
sweat-shirts, baseball caps, embroi-
dered knit hats, even baby sized t-shirts 
that are sooo cute and are perfect little 
stuffers for your dyngus darlings’ Eas-
ter baskets.  These are just some of the 
way cool tokens we have to offer as 
evidence of your Dyngus dedication. 
With Tops, Wegmans and the Broad-
way Market acting as official Dyngus 
Day pop-ups, run-don’t walk-there’s a 
red shirt with your name on it in your 
neighborhood. Oh, and while you’re 
there, look for great specials on Zy-
wiec Beer and all of your favorite polish 
foods. Maybe even pick up the ingredi-
ents to make your own pierogi.
 If by chance you are way too busy 
coloring Easter eggs or packing your 
Swienconka basket to be able to think 
of such things as event themed fash-
ions or Dyngus doodads never fear. You 
will still have the opportunity to blend 
in with official merchandise during the 
event as select festival locations will be 
offering many of these wares on the 
big day itself.
 In the event that you already have 
your outfit planned and don’t need any 
attire because, lets say you are planning 
to wear a suit made of pussy willow cat-
kins, or have decided to dye your hair 
red and white and don’t want to divert 
attention from you new coiffure, there’s 
still something for you. What’s that you 
say? A pussy willow pass that’s what!!
 Vouchers are available at every par-

Although ticipating Wegmans in the nation and 
are redeemable in the express lane at 
the Pussywillow Park Party tent. You 
can even use your voucher to get to 
the tent from any venue on the route, 
just show it to your bus driver and tell 
him to step on it! Now that’s customer 
service! You can also pick up a brace-
let at the Broadway Market or any of 
the many participating festival venues 
ahead of the big day. The idea here is 
to save time. Why wait in line and cut 
into prime Dyngusing time? This is an 
important point to remember when 
you are making your annual pilgrimage 
to the Broadway Market in preparation 
for Easter. As long as you are there al-
ready, stop by the Official Dyngus Day 
booth and pick up all of the afore men-
tioned loot. Plus, only at the Broadway 
Market outlet, you can find our carved 
wooden Dyngus Day Buffalo coast-
ers or customized key fobs and lapel 
pins. There were only a small amount 
of these made but they make great 
affordable gift items. It’s also come to 
our attention that people are clamor-
ing for Dyngus Art to display in their 
homes and offices and show the world 
how WNY Polonia celebrates spring-
time. That’s why, once again we will be 
offering prints of the original official 
Dyngus Guide cover art illustrated by 
renowned artist Nancy McCarthy. This 
is a very limited run so don’t delay.
 While time management is very 
important when trying to maximize 
your Dyngus delight, it’s important to 
remember the poor souls that aren’t 
able to join us in the festivities here in 
the Dyngus Day Capital of the World. 
Those poor working stiffs that either 
couldn’t scam a day off from work (this 
is hard to understand) or do not grasp 
the importance of celebrating springs 
arrival at this bacchanal bash in Buffa-
lo. Our swag is sweet and our Dyngus 
duds not only demonstrate that you 
are a true red and white blooded Po-
lonian, but our “official” gear lets all 
of your out-of-town friends,  relatives, 
and those not yet indoctrinated, know 
that you really do love them when you 
come home with or send them a little 
goodie bag filled with Dyngus Day 
gear, an official Dyngus Day Guide, 
maybe some Redlinski kielbasa or a jar 
of horseradish. Who knows, maybe it’s 
just the thing you need to get them to 
join you or have them move back home 
to the Queen City.

hAVE NO fEAR
We Have Dyngus Gear
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